fore the rubeolous epidemy could affect it. The measles appeared upon many estates at first in a very limited form, seizing per- haps not more than half a dozen, when it disappeared for a few weeks, making other partial inroads, till its erratic tendency was laid aside; and then it became general amongst all ages, sexes, and constitutions susceptible of its impression.
Upon other plantations its advances were more regular, and in the course of a few days fifty, eighty, or upwards
were affected with the epidemic on one property. It was preceded by a mild fever, and accompanied with catarrhal symptoms, considerable tumefaction of the face, slight inflammation of the eyes, hoarseness, cough, destination from the nostrils, and, on the fourth or fifth day, stigmatized dots appeared, which soOn coalesced into small crescentshaped clusters, and the disease terminated favourably by diarrhoea.
This mild form of measles continued for a considerable time; but as the season advanced, and the temperature of the atmosphere increased, the character of the epidemic changed, and assumed that fatal type which caused such a lamentable mortality among the negro population. As the disease advanced, the pyrexial symptoms became more and more severe, and instead of a slight catarrh that prevailed at the opening of the epidemic, concomitant symptoms of bronchitis and pleuritis supervened, and in some estates dysentery of a most appalling form usurped the place of the critical diarrhoea, sweeping off with awful rapidity men, women, and children.
Upon one plantation in the mountainous district of St George, a very simple incident had an immediate effect in changing the character of the disease, and exhibits in a forcible light the danger of atmospherical vicissitudes during certain states of the body, and under the administration of particular medicines.
The disease was advancing very favourably as rubeola vulgaris, and several had been dismissed cured; seventy patients still remained in the hospital and out-houses, who were treated by gentle laxatives and diaphoretics. I A female of colour, who had variola in infancy, and whose deeply indented surface bore evidence of the acute nature of the primary complaint, caught the disease at the height of the epidemic, and fell a victim to the worst form of confluent small-pox. These deviations from the ordinary course of nature can no more be accounted for, than persons whose peculiarities of constitution enable them to resist the contagion of the plague,"syphilis, and yaws; and their occurrence is so exceedingly rare that they may be looked upon as solitary exceptions to established laws. On several plantations where vaccination had been generally resorted to, sporadic cases of natural small-pox selected those who were not protected, and, in many instances, proved fatal. The perfect impunity with which protected children associated with aggravated cases of the variolous disease, did more to silence the objections and remove the prepossessions of an ignorant peasantry, than all the arguments that could be adduced. A plantation with sixty negroes afforded a lamentable proof of that want of precaution which is but too often seen, and which might have been effectually obviated by a very little trouble and expense. An infected individual from Port Royal mountains communicated the contagion to one of the women, who died of confluent small-pox, but not before she bequeathed it to three men who were unprotected, and all of whom died of the worst form of the disease. The few who had been vaccinated escaped, and, as there was no cow-pox matter ready, the remainder were inoculated, and passed through the disease in a very mild form. They evinced considerable reluctance to the operation, till the overseer, who had been vaccinated in infancy,.and who had satisfactory cicatrices, inserted matter into his own arm without its being followed by any eruption. However mild the dis- 
